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Principal’s foreword

	
	Introduction
	

	
	2007 saw our school fully air conditioned and the installation of Interactive Whiteboards for 50% of our classrooms. Our school continued with our Whole School Reading Incentives Program. The objectives of the program included developing a love or reading, promoting the importance of reading and developing a school culture where a community of learners work together to improve reading. Our philosophy for the program included the concept that improving reading skills would lead to improvements across the curriculum. Our teaching staff spent a great deal of time refining our school English program and developing common assessment tasks and criteria. To support this, staff members met regularly to moderate student work samples and teachers worked with other schools to commence the process of developing a greater consistency in student judgments.   


	
	Future outlook
	

	
	In 2008, Ipswich East State School celebrates our 50th year providing quality education. Our school will continue to have a strong focus on Literacy and Numeracy. In Literacy, we are continuing the development of reading, writing & spelling. New reading resources will be purchased with a particular focus on high level interest books for the middle primary years and home readers for Years 1 & 2. In Numeracy, we are reviewing our school program and staff will participate in development activities focussing on Maths Investigations. Investigations will be developed and implemented therefore developing in students additional mathematical thinking skills. 

In addition, the school will continue to purchase Interactive Whiteboards for classrooms. These will be used by teachers as an additional pedagogical tool that will further engage our learners. 

In terms of facilities, we are hoping to enclose our school parade shelter and build a multi purpose hall, that can be utilised for a wide range of learning experiences, including dance, drama, physical education and special events. The hall will also hold our Out Of Hours School Facility also.
  


	
	School Profile
	

	
	Ipswich East State School is a co-educational school catering for 496 students from Prep to Year 7. The school is located on Jacaranda Street at East Ipswich, in an area that has experienced recent changes to the demographics. The school population has grown steadily during the last three years partly due to the property boom which has enabled families to buy affordable housing in the area.
· Total student enrolments for your school: 496

· Year levels offered: Preparatory Year – Year 7

· Coeducational 


	
	Curriculum offerings
	

	
	Our distinctive curriculum offerings 

· The school curriculum is based on the attributes of a Life Long Learner and includes units of work developed by the Head of Curriculum in consultation with class teachers. Classes invite parents to attend unit culminating activities where the students demonstrate their learning from the unit. 
· The annual school speech competition allows students from Year 4 to 7 to develop confident and competent public speaking skills. The grand final, held in November each year, is a great community event involving special guests/celebrities/successful past students as judges. 

· The school swimming pool is used by students twice a week for swimming lessons and other outside school hours swimming activities are available.

	
	Extra curricula activities 

· Students from Year 5 - 7 can choose to become involved in the instrumental music program. 

· Students from Year 4 – 7 can choose to participate in Winter and Summer Interschool Sports, which include Netball, Hockey, Soccer, Rugby League, Girls Touch Football, AFL, Softball, Cricket or Vigoro.
· There is a strong chess club that operates during lunch times. Students have the opportunity of representing the school at a higher level in chess. 

· Students in Year 6 and 7 can participate in Reader’s Cup. 

· The Heath Ramsay Swim School offers before and after school training.

	
	How computers are used to assist learning  
All classrooms are equipped with computers that are connected to the school network and the Internet. Computers are used to support student learning in a variety of ways that include: 

· Writing and word processing. 

· Research. 

· Using applications to present information eg Moviemaker, Powerpoint 

· Reinforcing concepts taught 

· Teaching computer skills eg. Typing, using applications


	
	Social climate
	

	
	Our school community recognises the importance of the child-teacher relationship and every effort is made to strengthen that relationship. The Ipswich East State School community work hard to provide a positive and supportive community for the children, staff and visitors. The staff at Ipswich East recognises children have responsibilities to make positives choices for themselves and for other members of the school community. There is an extensive effort to be proactive to support children to willingly participate in the life of the school through the learning programs and the many activities. Parents play an important role within the school. The active P&C Association provides support to the school’s team, organise functions for children and raises funds to support the school. All parents are encouraged to be participants in their child’s learning. Parent meetings, parent/teacher interviews and regular one to one conversations as well as opportunities to assist with classroom activities foster a close relationship between teachers and parents promoting a supportive environment to maximizing leaning for children. The school has a support school climate that includes an active student council comprising students from Year 4 – 7. These student councillors are responsible for a number of projects that exist within the school. We have developed a successful Peer Support Program that allows students to develop leadership while building relationships and learning skills that will improve their friendships and reduce bullying.      


	
	Involving parents in their child’s education.
	

	
	Parents are able to be involved in their child’s education at Ipswich East State School in many ways:

Parades - The school holds a weekly parade/ assembly each week. On Monday afternoon the whole school community gathers together where learning achievements of individuals and groups are recognised. Parents are welcome to attend these gatherings.

Parent/Teacher Evenings - At the commencement of the year each year level conducts a parent/teacher evening to explain the overview for the year and to provide parents the opportunity to ask questions.

Parents and Citizens Association (P&C) - The school’s P&C meets once a month on the 3rd Monday of the month. All parents are welcome to attend.

Newsletter - Each fortnight the school newsletter, Ipswich East State School Bulletin is distributed to each family. This bulletin contains an update of current school activities in addition to community announcements.

Volunteers - Parents volunteer to help in classrooms with reading, swimming lessons, sporting teams and school excursions. Parents who assist at school are invited to a “Volunteers Function” at the end of the year, where their contribution to the school is recognised.    


	
	 Qualifications of all teachers.  
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	Expenditure on and teacher participation in professional development.
	

	
	· The total funds expended on teacher professional development in 2007 was $28545 .  

· The major professional development initiatives are as follows: Literacy and Numeracy initiatives, the teaching of ICT’s and staff development in ICT’s. 

· The involvement of  the teaching staff in professional development activities during 2007 was 96 %.


	
	Average staff attendance
	

	
	· For permanent and temporary staff and school leaders the staff attendance rate was 95% in 2007. 


	
	Proportion of staff retained from the previous school year.
	

	
	· From the end of the 2006 school year, 87  % of staff were retained by the school for the entire 2007 school year.


	
	Student attendance
	

	
	The average attendance rate as a percentage in 2007 was 93 %.  


Key outcomes in the early and middle phases of learning

	
	Results in the Year 2 Diagnostic Net
	Percentage of students not requiring additional support  

	
	Reading
	81%

	
	Writing
	85%

	
	Number
	82%


	
	Our reading, writing and numeracy results for the Queensland Years 3, 5 and 7 Literacy and Numeracy Tests. 

	
	
	
	Yr 3
	Yr 5
	Yr 7

	
	Reading
	Average score for the school
	511 
	601 
	645 

	
	
	Average score for Queensland 
	527
	606
	672

	
	
	Percentage of students at the school above the national benchmark
	2007
	92 % 
	77 % 
	73 % 

	
	
	
	2006
	97 % 
	84 % 
	76 % 

	
	Writing
	Average score for the school
	500 
	604 
	618 

	
	
	Average score for Queensland 
	523
	600
	681

	
	
	Percentage of students at the school above the national benchmark
	2007
	88 % 
	92 % 
	100 % 

	
	
	
	2006
	92 % 
	97 % 
	98 % 

	
	Numeracy
	Average score for the school
	507 
	568 
	610 

	
	
	Average score for Queensland 
	521
	588
	648

	
	
	Percentage of students at the school above the national benchmark
	2007
	95 % 
	71 % 
	57 % 

	
	
	
	2006
	83 % 
	87 % 
	67 % 


Other Key Outcomes 

	
	Value added
	

	
	During 2007, students have the opportunity to participate in a wide variety of activities, including curriculum, interschool sport and a range of other cultural and sporting activities. The school community continues to support the reading incentives program “READiscover.” This program contributed to a whole school improvement in all areas of Literacy. Continuation of this program and the level of participation should mean that student outcomes will continue to go from strength to strength. 

The annual school speech competition allows students from Year 4 to 7 to develop confident and competent public speaking skills. The grand final, held in November each year, is a great community event involving special guests/celebrities/successful past students as judges. 

The school is committed to developing good citizens. Our behaviour management plan focuses on students developing self responsibility for both positive and negative behaviour and rewards those who display responsible behaviours. Our community does not tolerate bullying and students are encouraged to talk to staff and their parents about issues so that they are resolved quickly. To support our Student Management Plan, our school implements a “Peer Support” program that we developed a number of years ago. The program brings all students together to learn positive social skills and community values. Peer Support also develops the leadership skills of our Year 6 & 7 students. 
     


	
	Parent, student and teacher satisfaction with the school
	

	
	The 2007 Parent Opinion Survey highlighted a strength in the "pedagogy," " learning climate," “school climate”, "resources" and "school-community relationships" questions. Overall, our Parent Opinion Survey results were above the Queensland mean. 

The 2007 Student Opinion Survey highlighted strengths in the areas of "pedagogy," "learning climate,"school climate," and "resources.". Overall, our Student Opinion Survey results were above the Queensland mean. 

The 2007 Staff Opinion Survey (Teaching) highlighted strengths in their physical work environment. Overall, our Staff (Teaching) survey results were comparable with the Queensland mean. 
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